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Summary

The object of this study is to clarify factors
affecting students’ participation in electronic learn-
ing communities which connect a school and
proffesionals using the qualitative research method
based on a grounded theory aproarch. The author
reports a summary of his fieldwork at a high school
in Tokyo. From the data of the fieldwork, he con-
cludes there are three elements 1) affinity to the
electronic network, 2) diffences of viewpoints on
science and learning, 3) special charaters in the
practice on overlap area, behind participation in
electronic learning communities. Also he presents
correspondence of learning goals and communities
of practice, support to the practice on overlap area,
understanding the student’s situation as three points
which can give useful insights into designing a learn-
ing environment.

Key Words: ELECTRONIC NETWORK,
LEARNING COMMUNITIES, COMMUNITIES
OF PRACTICE, LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
DESIGN, QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHOD
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